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"Against A" Odds“ | have to say the gesture made by Charlton at half time of
. Lthe £2,000 gift towards our Youth Team and the way their
I have to admit | just love going to The fans applauded our lads off the field, really made it a day of
Valley ground of Charlton’s. They are for heroes - both sides were the biggest winners of the day.
me, what the game is all about, a super The top club in the Division showing humility towards a
club in every sense of the word. club in hard times has to go down as a remarkable example to

all involved.

Thank you - Chariton - may you get what you deserve, a
long and fruitful stay in the Premier Leaque, your model is
one that | will be doing my best to follow.

Whilst | am “dishing cut bouquets’ | want 1o express 3 big
vote of thanks to our away supporters whao really have been
‘showing the faith' lately - great stuff and great support.
Thank you!

Enjoy the match.
The minute you walk into the stadium you are Cliff Puffett
greeled from every official on show with @ warmth and

special ‘feel at home welcome’, it really is something else

It was also amusing to hear the pre-match banter in the
Boardroom on their anticipation of clinching a record for
thern of 13 games withoul defeat and infllicling upon us
probably the final death of our reign in Division One.

| said to Willie Carson just before we took our seats "what
do you think of our chances then Willie?". He said "you never
know, there's nearly 20,000 people here that expect them to
win and we expect 10 lose, but you never know in this game.”

¢ | whispered back to him that "we will either win 1 - 0 or
lose by 67, never really dreaming my prediction would come
true until Steve Cowe’s shot wriggled through the keepers
hands in the fifth minute
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Good Afternoon and welcome to today's
match against Wolverhampton Wanderers.

I've cerlainly realised the difference between winning and losing a

1 football match in thesc past couple of weeks. We've had two
fantastic wins and it would be nice if time could stand stll for a

P

little white! The atmosphere al the Club has been tremendous since
the victory over Huddersficld and then, once more, away to Charlton
last Saturday. We definitely deserved a change of luck after all the
effort everybody has put in. We've worked hard at times and for one
rcason or another not got the reward. In our last two games we've worked
ever so hard as a team; defending well, stopping the opposition scoring has

been the main tactic and we are very pleased with the results.

Against Huddersficld we played some very good football and looked threatening
going forward. We looked as though we might score more goals than we did and

| was surprised that we didn't seal the win sooner. At The Valley we got a
break in our favour carly on when their keeper made a mistake conceding
the only goal of the match. We've made enough mistakes of our nwn this
scason, so for once, we'll take them when they go our way. Our defence
was tested for the rest of the match but we defended very well and got s
fantastic result

= i It just goes to show what you can achieve when you all stick together,

have a belief in each other and that's what the lads have done. There

o~ — - "w . = o fie - PO o (e ot 2 i nan by
P R, 1sn't @ magic formula thal gets you these results, although, v
_rﬂ"":"a;' Bt changed our system slightly in that we are pushing three men forw

ja””}d;. ‘ and tucking the two wide players in when the opposition have the ball.

This keeps us solid in the middle and, at the same time, we have plenty

v;

of cover at the back. It's worked well for the las ) games and | see

no reason fa change it

Another plus point from these matches s that because people are

playing so well, there is competition for places. At the moment, the

lads who aren't in the team have to make sure that when t
s and Stow
Cowe have come into the side and now have their places in the

dr

called upon, they come in and do a good job. Adam W

side on merit. They've performed cver so well and now if's up to

them to stay in the team. Steve Cowe has worked his soc
for the team, as has Chris Hay recently. All credit to the

players who have done tremendously well over the past

=D, few games, including the Forest match when we were
still the better side.
| would hke to welcome Colin Lee and all his
players to the County Ground for today's match
Wolves arc another team trying to get into the
f play-oifs and 1t will be a very hard match. We've
shown that when we're up for it and on our
mettle we have a good chance of winning Th
-‘-h match and we'll be aiming for again that today.
n

: been great and it was fanta
hear you cheering wins for a change, let's hoge we can
Yy i g
get another ane here loday

Jim quinn’s
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- today’s
wvisitors

Having suffered the ignominy of two
seasons in Division Four, it is now 10
seasons since consecutive promotions
returned Wolves to the old Second Division.

Mheir Third Division Championship triumph in 1989
suggested an impressive momentum destined surely to
propel the Old Gold all the way back to the top fiight. 10
years later though and with only Portsmouth having
renunned in this division longer, Wolves are still trying to
find the tormula. Graham Turner, Graham Taylor and Mark
MeGhiee have all had their chance withoul ever
surmountmg the binal hurdle and now, courtesy of Lhe
latter's dismissal halfway through last season, Colin Lee is
charged with what s fast becoming the impossible dream.

The club’s owner and bencfactor Jack Heyward, whilst
never having ploughed Al Fayed or Walkeresque sums into
his childhood heroes, has still stumped up enough cash
over tie seasons to expect some kind of eturn beyond a
couple of play-off appearances and an FA Cup semi-final.
He has overseen the develapment of Molincux = a run
down, two sided laughing stock at the turn of the decade
— into one of the country’s most strikingly impressive
stadia bui has seen his contributions to player rebuilding
squandered on staff lacking the necessaryifright staff to
aid their escape from the Nationwide League:

It is a sign of
Wolves’ stature
within the game

that despite having
played their football

=
outside the top

fhight for 15 years now, they are still regarded as one of
the nation’s traditional big clubs. But with so much
money flowing through the game and winding it's way
down to the First Division — where some clubs will do and
spend anything to get out — the task is becoming harder
and harder. There are more than cnough big fish to fill the
top six and leave a few more disappointed besides and
with the lass of Steve Bull to retirement, Dean Richards to
Southampton via Jean Marc Bosman and Robbie Keane to
Coventry, Wolves fans may be forgiven foethinking that
their chances are poorer than cver.

Whecther it will be enough remains to be seen but there
were cnough signs last season that Lee was on the verge
of finding a successful formula and if his new signings’
can gel, Lee’s blend of silk and steel may finally be“on
the verge of progression. Having suffered ip the spothight
of cxpectation for so long it would be irenic (and no
surprisc) if in a scason where gther te2ms are grabbing
all the attention, Wolves were able to sncak over the
fence under cover of darkmess. They certainly are due
their chance, '

BACK ROW: Barry Holmes {physio), Mark Jones, Darren Bazdey, Steve Scdgley, Adrian Williame, Gordon Simms, Robert Niestroj,
Kevin 0Leary (physio). MIDDLE ROW: Taff Davies {iGt man), Lee Naylor, Keith Andrews, Adam Proudlock, Malt Murray,
Haavard Fio, Neil Emblen, Mike Stowell, Robbic Keane (now with Coventry Gity), Stephen Hacketi, Steve Corica, Terry Connor [coach)
FRONT ROW: Simon Osbarn, Kevin Muscat, Paul Simpson, Paul Loughilin, John Ward (assistant manager), Keith Curle, Colin Lee (manager)
Seamus Crowe, Ryan Green, Andy Sinton, Carl Robinson.
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darrenbazeley

games goals

Darren Bazeley helped Watford dinch a
place in the top flight and is now setting
his sights on doing the same for Wolves.

The versatile star, who can operale either on Lhe
right side of midfield or at right wing back, played
more than 30 games for Graham Taylor's line-up
before opting to leave on a free transfer

He’s no stranger to Colin Lee, having made his
first team debut for Watford back in 1930
"1? when the Wolves boss was temporarily in
'jﬂ charge at Vicarage Road.

[ height | R ]
o -

| previous club records

haavard flo

The brother of Chelsea's Tore Andre, this
tall Norwegian striker was signed by Wolves
from Werder Bremen last January after
protracted negotiations, having made an
impact in the World Cup.

On his debut as he made a quiet
start, bul soon showed his qualities in
the air, scoring against Arsenal in the
FA Cup. Despite making a 16th
appearance for Norway, he did not score in
his first seven league games in England.

He scored Wolves' late equaliser against
Swindon earlier this season and while
deputising Tor suspended Ade Akinbiyi
scored both goals in last week's 2-Twin
over lpswich Town.

st
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Mike Stowell

61t Zuns

1 3st 10ibs

[ goalkeeper

Steve Sedgley

| 13st 13lbs

| midfielder

The longest serving player in the
Wolves squad, he also holds the
record for the most clean sheets
kept by a Molincux goalkeeper,
exceeding Phil Parkes' 110. The
former Everton star has provided
excellent value Tor money as a
£250,000 signing and 1s currently
in his testimonial scason.

His early career at Molineux was
disrupted by injury setbacks but he
has since become a first tcam
regular, cither operating in the

centre of defence or midfield. An

experienced star, he collected an ~)
FA. Cup winners medal with
Tottenham and has also been .

capped by England at U21 level.

Kevin Muscat

T (070873 |

: i defender

Cari Robinson

- L
midfielder

The Australian interpabional was a
key fiqure for Wolves last season and
was named 'Player of the Year' He
performed at both left and night
back and only missed games through
suspension and an unusual injury,
which required an operation to repan
shattered bones in his hands.

A product of the Molineux youth
policy, he made his first team debut
during the 1996-97 season-and has
since blossomed into a cultured
midficlider. Capped by Wales at 'B’ .
mnternational level, he's now firmly
established as a key member of

Colin Lee's Wolves side.

Keitch Curle

[191.&!‘53 : ]

Paul Simpson

: Jt}iﬂi d Wolves during thc summer

from Spurs on a free transfer. :
Capped 12 nm:.-sbyEngland._ he
finds himself wmkmg w Cﬂil

for the secor

The Maolinew

: ]
weight JEESS 15 i 1stitibs sight RETT
| [detender Fmaﬁe_mer == T | midbielder
A solid figure at the heart of the i £xpenmced wrfm who lists A £900.000 signing from Queens
Wolves defence, he put in regular ‘Man Man' Clty Oxford and Derby among Park Rangers four years ago, he
of the Match’ performances fast season ‘his former clubs. Joined Wolves in has had injury problems since

and 15 the club caplain and penalty
taker. A vastly experienced performer -
who won three full England caps in the
early "90s - he signed a new two-year
contract in the summer.

a £75,000 deal almost two years
ago after a loan spell at Molineux.
Headed out on loan to Walsall last
season and during the summer he
signed a new two-year contract.

moving to Molineux. However, the
former Crystal Palace and Reading
star's creative midfield skills hawv
made him an influential
playmaker in the side
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5it 8ins

| 105t 10ths

midfielder

)i i

TheAustralian international’s
-sar‘-l.y_-Wuh-'u careerwas blighted
by a'crucialc ligament injury
which fopeedihim to spend many
months o the sidclines. Has
represented Wis eolimtry in the
Olympics and I;im':ch:'_e_d his career
in this countryin the Easy
Midlands with teicester

Neil Embilen

lefttins

.4 | 13st 3Ibs

Ml i ‘'The impossible job® or ‘poisoned chalice’ are

phrases often associated with particular managerial
roles in this country that seem to offer nothing but
the unbearable weight of expectation and a history
of inglorious failure.

eturned to Wolves in May ‘98 -

ss than seven months after leaving
olincux to join Crystal Palace for
£2million. Equal!\_; al home in
midficld or the centre of defence, he
was a 1atcdevdoper and rose from
the nop-league ranks to make his

debut for Millwall at the age of 22. e =:
: legendary Steve Bull to injury a

S— Premiership. Yet Colin Lee
Ade AkKinbivyi

4101074
laﬁ 1ins

weioht I

striker

A club record £3.5million was
paid to secure the services of the
much-admired striker from Bristol
City carher this scason. He lopped
the scoring charts at Ashton Gatc er he was quile prepared
last season with 23 Leaguc and - .
ast scason wit .'.“ League and ly. But having spent all this time in
Cup goals and wiil be expected to SRy
3 f Britain’s mo

fill the void at Molineux left by
the departure of Rohbice Keane
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Swindon Tovwn

Football Cub
present

forthcoming [ii————
events . The
— Millennium

.

QUIZ NIGHT
10th April 2000, General Knowledge theme
Table of 6 £10

Call 01793 333718 to book your table.

for further information on all of these events
or tickets please contact Carol Salter or
Samantha dift on (01793) 333700/ 741

Swindon Town Football Club, The County Ground, County Road, Swindon, Wiltshire SN1 2ID
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Evening Advertiser
— at the heart ozf Swindon

By Matt
Reeder,

Sports
Editor.

There was something of a
strange air about The Valley
on Saturday, March 11th.

Something was not quile right as the
players took to the field and the fans
settled into their red plastic seats You
could sense something was going to
happen, something out of the ordinary,
something shocking and something which
those who were there could feast on for
months to come. Yes Swindon actually
won the game.

Cowe’s
perfectly
placed

cross!

For thase who were there it was a day
never to be forgotten. It was a special kind
of occasion that will go down in the
folklore of Swindon Town. From the very
moment Steve Cowe's perfectly placed
cross, complete with a bit of top spin, was
flung over into the area, to the mement
when Frank Talia palmed away Svensson's
last minute volley, the whale 90 minutes
was quite simply outstanding

The lead up to the game should have
given away the plot Charlton were

earching for their 13th win on the trot
while Swindon had won just once in 20
games. Charlton had a leading scorer with
20 goals, Swindon had scored just about
20 3ll season. Charlton are going to be
playing Premiership football next season.
Swindan will be lucky i they are still in
Division One.

All the national media before the game
were interested in how Chariton were
going to extend their long run. After 90
minutes they were scrambling around to

find any information they could on these
upstarts from Wilthsire. "Where is
Swindon?” one cried. “Somewhers on the
M4" came the reply. "Are they going out
of business?” "Doesn't Don Rogers still
play for them?" It was, for 2 change, nice
to see Swindon hitting the headlines for
the right reasons Let's hope there are
more days like it in the near future.

Come on you reds.
Matt Reeder

SOCIETY,THE ENGLAND TEAM
SPONSOR, HAS DEVELOPED
AN EXCLUSIVE RANGE OF
CLOTHING WITH LEADING

DESIGNER JEFF BANKS.

~ The England collection is 2 range of the
highest quality spectator sportswear - all
bearing the authentic England 3 Lions
logo. It has been manufactured to
exacting standards utilising the finest
performance fabrics available with finite
attention given to every detzil from
linings to zip pullers and labelling - thisis
a collection that realif pel:forms.

The Nationwide Jeff Bﬂnks Engiand
Collection is not available in the shups.
Stocks are limitad so order your

canalogue today.

JEFF BANKS
ENGLAND

shidon & D
rihainpton Tov

AR

Fay Hunter (Narthamaton Town) &
Ray Warburton [H?.'s;"._-a_bg'r__& Dearsonds)

order your catalogue today

CALL NOW ON 0121 352 3311
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Football.
It's a game of two halves

The original
Football League
deserves the

i best.

ULTIMAX
The world's
best football".

|
g '
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We've had a couple of great
wins in the last week or so,
Huddersfield at home and then,
even more surprising, a win awa
against Charlton Athletic.

| picked up an

IRjUry st

Ic games prior 1o

the Noltingham Forest match and found

's the way 1t goes

It sSDMCONC ¢t

Sometimes, NCS IN <
does a gouod job then they have every nght

am. Bart Gnemink was

to stay in the
needed back al Peterborough and | came
back i

wasn't my best performance against Forest

to the side. | must admit that it

two matches I've really

but in our

enjoyed being back in the side and have
preduced the sort of form | think I'm wel

capable of.

The clean sheets ag u extremely

attack-minded sides just gocs to show tha

things have started to click at

wr can't ask for any more th

Charlton the lads in front of me were

ic defensive performan

€ntire tcam

Towards the end, especially in the last ten

minutes when we
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A LEAGUE OF OUR OWN

Swindon Town reserves 4
Wycombe Wanderers reserves 2

We played very well last week against

Wycombe and it was good to get back to

5 gOC
winning ways, we had lost the previous
four matches The lads showed a lot more

commitment and could have even scored

more Is to make this win more

gos
convincing.

Swindon Town reserves 1
Peterborough United reserves 1

We stared the match with 2 nice
mixture of youth and experience - th
Gaffe
after his calf injury, Giufiano Graz

was sweeper, Gareth Hall returned
1ol
played his first full 30 minutes for a

time and Sol Davis and Bobby Howe were

long

back after suspension. The vouth players
that staried e
performed

ch, Bryan Smith
very weil at the back and Alan
Young started up with Graz, worked
 off the be

scored a couple of (

iirr‘lhsi\ and could have even

goals The pair have

been doing very well for themselves and
were pleased to give them their chance at

a higher fevel

We were 2 littie disappointed with our

performance in the first half and

Peterborough deservedly took the lead.

Steve Mildenhall made a cOuple ¢

outstanding saves that kept us in the ~

match early on and ourmarking was poof

for the goal we conceded. It's very difficuit
to lift a

team that have siaried slowly but

we came in gl hall tme and discussed

re going wrong. | thought

where we wer

we defended a little too deep in the first
half and we were very streiched across the

entire pitcih. We tightened up at the b

pushing further up the piich, maintained

a hiigher temipo and started taking the
game to them which then crested
chances in behind them. With about 15

minutes rema:m.nq substitute Jamie Mills

The important thing as far as Giuliano is

L the timing of his return

Alan MicDonald

Y M

bably be 3 bit

sore afterthat
becaust he's worked very hard. We have

Reserve League Fixtures

Season 1999/2000

Wed Aug 18 Cambndge Uld 4-0

WED SEFT-1  NORTHAMPION 7. 2-1
(STFC results up to 14.03.00) Wed Sept & . Iuina Town =

Wed sept 22 BARNET 33
Team B WEED L —F SR CPTS Tuc Oct 05 Millwall 2-0
x:l‘:‘“ ;g ‘: : ; :z “; :2 WEDOCI 13 LEYIONORIENT 10

: i i

Ipswich 3510 3 2 37 22 33 WECOCKES m_l"m_ =2
SWINDDN.| 37.30-3 4 31 22 33 Wed Nov 03  Bristol City 5
fulham TNl Ol hr L Ly WED NOV 17 PORTSMOUTH 2-1
Bristol City 113 7 5 1 24 14 26 Wed Dec 08 Oxford United 2-0
Pborough 18 7 5 6 32 23 26 JueDec 13 QPR 2-2
iﬂmbfﬂgt 17 ; -4 & 33 27 25 Wed Jan 12 Brighton & HA. 0-1
urwich 17 6 5 25 17 24
B'mouth 16 7 3 & 21 25 24 VD 1 DR WO Y
Podcmonth. 14-7 -7 &5 71 18 9 Wed Feb 02 Bristol Rovers Lost
Bristol R 1556 4 .21 I7 21 WEDFEB 08 NORWICH CTY 64
levtonO. 16 8 3 7 23 33 21 TUEFEE?29 = COLCHESTRRUID P
Gillingham 14 5 2° 7 16 27 17 WED MAROB. WYCOMBE W. 12
Brighton { Fe e Ry i SR T R L WED MAR 15 PETERE'RO UTD -1
Colchester © A5- 4 & 7 20:32°96 | | fWcd Mar 28 Southend United  7.45pm
Oxford 18 4 3 11 25 39 15 - -
Luton 18 3 4 11 16 30 13 0 e T
Nhampton 13.3 3 7 16 24 12 Wed Apr 14 Ipswich Town 700pm
Barnet 152 4 9 1524 10 Cosh at the numstikes, Adults £2.00, Concessers
Southend = 153 1 11 18 39 10 £1.00. Free entry to season ticket holders 815 card
Wycombe 13 20 2 9 14 30 B holgers. Kick-Off for home fodures will b2t 200pm
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focu on the

with Tom

Alan Young won his first
international cap for England
when he came on as a substitute for
the Under 16s against Andorra.

He went on for the last 30 minutes in 3
match that Engl «on 8-0. He a%,SurL-u' me
thal he nearly scored a goal and that he was
happy with his own performance. The
England Under 16s did win through the
gualifiers and they now go 1o Israel at the
end of Apnl unlil Lhe second wesk of a\
when the finals will be held. Obviously, Alan

will have to wait and see if he is sclected o

the squad to play in the finals and we're all
very hopelul that he will be
He must have done extremcly weell in the
raining sessions upon linking up with the
squad because, at first, he was only a standhy
but then 1o keep peopic oul of the team and
play 30 minutes K5 a manellous achievemnent (L

will give him 2 huge boost in confidence
betause the management leam obviously
thaught that he could handlic the pressure on

thal level. The England Uinder 165 aiso travel o
Trinidad belore the finals to play in a
tournament and if he gets the chance to
go on that it will look very good for his chances
of being selected for the [uropean finals

The Youth ‘A’ side played against

A

Cirencester Academy 2 couple of weeks ago

and drow Lhe match 2-2 We were 2-D up in
that game and it could have been more after
the first 20 minutes All credit to Cirencester,
they hattled their way back inlo the mat
and probably deserved the draw by the end.

h

Cirencaster have become our bogic side this
season, | know thew manager Dave Hockaday
really well from when we both played for the
lown and there is 2 little local rivalry there
Plus, 2 lot of the players we let go usually go
on to play for Cirencester, sa they always
havt 3 point \o prove

We're still looking al Lhe bigger picture and
trying 1o deveiop our younger players so thst
they can then go on and play professional
football for Swinden Town, it doesn't all rest

on a local fixture wath Cirencester,

On the other hand we do like to win and
last Saturday we heat Southend 1-0 in the
Allied Youth Lesgue, which now puts up top
of our section. I'm very pleased with their
progress since Christmas and they have come
to terms with the difference in standard ol
footbsll. Adam Collier scorsd the goa!
following a mix-up in the oppo: tion defence
and Adam tapped into the empty nel All
seaspn we haven't had 2 preblem scoring

ion it was the opposite way around. It
emphasises how re working hard to get
it right all over the pitch.

Justine is a great prospect and is very

happy here at Swindon Town, although,

if Manchester United want to offer £1
million for him then we're all ears!
Justine plays a year above his age group in
the Under 14s pius, we're looking to take him
10 the Milk Cup tournament later this year.
We want to give him the chance to progress
quickly and that's why we're letting him have
a 'look over the fence’ tosceifhecan do it
So far, he's handled every step up very well
Last week the Under 135, 14sand 155
plaved against Cheltenfizm Town wha are

new 10 the Centre of Excellence set up this
stason. They are in @ smilar position to usin
that they are scounng around 1o find better
Taciliues for their boys to use.

We both concurred Ihat excellence boys
should be playing on excellent surface s and
4t the moment, we can't say that, Presently

A piece of good news from the Centre of Excellence is that Justine
McKay whao visited Manchester United to compete in a Skills Challenge

a‘ won the competition.

the pitches up 2! Super marine are very wom
and chumed up. It's a problem when they are
in constant use and after so many games
being played on 2 Saturday, by the lime we
arrive on a Sunday, they are an atsolute
pudding! It's very hard 10 ask the kids to do
things when the surface makes it extremely
difficuit to even control the ball

I'm not really worred about indoor 80 by
40 Astroturt fadilitics, just decent grass
pitches and adeguate changing facilities
whereby you can be proud to welcome a
visting cluby In the four years that I've been
here we've been Lo around 12 different
venues in the Town trying to find ihe best
facilities. We are happy with the facifities at
Supermarine but the pitches have not
received the preperation for 2 Sunday that
they have for 2 Satlurday

| weatched our Under 14s and they worked
very hard at trying lo do the correct things

on an uneven pitch, It was 3 1-1draw as
Cheltenham scored a penalty in the final
seconds. We were disappointed because we
had long speils when our keeper didn't have
a touch

At the moment we need 1o find some more
defenders for the Centre because, a1 present,
all the scouts are finding midfielders and
fonwards Admittedly, defenders are not very
£asy 10 spot at a young age because, il they
do tend o be bigger, you'll find that they do
not move as well because of thair sz and
their co-omdination & out 2 little. They are out
there and hopefully we can pick up a fowe

Finally, | would like to thank Chariton and in
particular Steve Sutherland for their generous
donation of £2000 towards our trip o the
Milk Cup tournament during the summer. The
maoney 1s very-much appreciated and will
offer our plavers 3 great experience
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the editor talks with Alan Young...

You seem (o be riding on the crest

f a wave at the moment, how
have you coped with all that's happened
Lo you lately?

| A I'm really enjoying my football at

the moment. Playing for the
England Under 16 side was a fantastic
honour and now I'm back at Swindon
starting up front for the reserves, it's

been fantastic.

£ It all started when you were
selected for the Youth Alliance
select Xl far the match in Southampton,
how pleased with that expenence were

you alone?

,E It was a match between players
—— from different clubs in the South
West area at the Dell. It was a good
experience for me and luckily |
performed well and was eventually

selected for the England Under 16 side.

@ & How did you get the call up?

A On the Wednesday | was called

in to the office to see Tom Jones
and he told me that | had been
selected as a standby for the England
squad. | was plcased with that
recognition but then on the Thursday
night | got the call asking me to meel
up with the squad.

&1 What were your first thoughts on

==receiving the news?

A | couldn’t believe it, | looked at my

mum and dad and my mum started

to cry. We were all delighted.

@ What happened then?

A | travelled to stay at a five star
hotel in Maidenhead the night
before, trained at Bisham Abbey in the

murning and flew out to Luxembourg

n the afternoon.

minulcs in the match the next; did you

impress the coaches in training?

We had a lot of practice matches

in the training scssions, working
on game situations. | scored a few
goals in those and did enough to mernl
a place on the bench against Andorra.
There was around 35 minutes left and
Ray Clemence called me over and said,
"you're going on". To get my first cap
was very pleasing plus, | also got to

keep my shirt so | will get that framed.

E:““! What's on the horizon for
ol
you next?

There is an England tour to

Trinidad next week. hawever, a
squad of 21 went to Luxembourg but
only 18 are going on the tour, so I'll
just have to wait and see if | get the
call for that. Ultimately, this scason |
would like to be selected for the
European finals, which are being held
in Israel in May. I've spoken with the
manager and he said that | did my
prospects no harm at all and that was
great to hear

You just started up front for the

reserve Lleam and played very well,
how arc you finding the higher

standard of foothall?

IA | was still quite tired from the trip

to Luxembourg but when | found
out | was starting that soon
disappeared and | really enjoyed playing
the full 30 minutes. Now | want to get
on with club football and do as well as

| can here at Swindon Town.

Vo Ulale

re courte
ning Advertiser
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BROUGHT TO YOU IN ASSOCIATION WITH Orange and Lemonade

Cannons Bicass

HEALTH CLUB

Greenbridge Leisure Park, Swindon Red
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/\_ To try to keep matters relativgty simple from the

The ST.EC i administrative point of view, there are a variety of ways

BEE  which supporters can pay in advance for their entries
N . allowing them to pay anything from 4 to 24 matches in
" advance at£1 per match. This was intended to avoid the

need to recruit matchday sales agents and keep our costs to
a minimum. This is always subject to review as we seek to

We are able to confirm that the petition
that we collected recently was duly
delivered to the Borough Council at the
Civic Offices and many of you may have
read about this in the local press.

maximise the financial support that we can give the
Football Club and we are considering offering 32 matchday
payment at the Manchester City game. Keep an eve open if
you are not yet participating. If Charlton can make their
gesture hopefully more of our supporters will follow.

Furthermore, our request for a meeting with the Council
has been approved and it is planned 3t this time to held this
during April. A report will be given just as soon as the
meeting has taken place.

For up to date information please visit our website
http://www.stfc.ndo.co.uk/suppclubfindex.ntm.

It was a magnificent gesture by Chariton Athletic to
donate the proceeds of their half time draw to our youth
set up to assist them in raising sufficient funds to compete
in some tournaments later in the year logether with
Charlton. Qur own fund raising, half time 50/50 draw, has
now been running for a few weeks and we have seen a
gradual incregse in participants. Pamela Romain, Bill Birnie and Steve Bennett.

Full details of the draw including application forms and
details of winners are available, indeed this medium has
already encouraged overseas entries.

First 3 winners:

PART A
Yes, | would like to join the Robins Revival 50/50 Draw
Name:
Address:
Post Code: [ — s
PART B

YES...... 1 wish to pay by Standing Order

Please pay the sum immedizately of £4 followed by: Quarterly payments of £6 Payable on 1st Aprii, 1st July,
1st-Qctober and 1st January until further notice.

To: Bank (please insert your Bank name followed by address)

Please make the above paymenis and credit the following account.
STFC Supporters Club - Robins revival draw afc number 0312666 - Beneficiary Bank, Lioyds TSB, Swindon - Sort Code 30-98-41

From my account:-
Account name:

PLEASE QUOTE REFERENCE: . (Bank use only)

The ST.RC
SUPPORTERS CLUB

| am over 16 years of age.
Signature: Date:
(Registered with the local authority under the Lottery & Amusements Act 1976).
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A warm welcome to you all for today’s e
fixture versus Wolverhampton Wanderers. Sponsors of the Saturday Team

Club Telk: 01793 432840

it has been a really exciting couple of weeks within the
Community Office. Rrstly, we witnessed a great game
between Normarsh and Oliver Tomkins who contested
the annual 8-a-side final last week here on the pitch
Normarsh eventually battled through with a 2-0 win and
now go on to represent the Club at the area finals in
Bristol. The girls Under 13s final was also an excting affair with
Greendown taking on Braydon Forest. Greendown won again,
reclaiming the title for the 2nd year running. The girls area finals are
scheduled for next month which are also venue for Bristol. We will

BREAD BASKE!

keep you all posted on how the two teams go at the next stage
Also special thanks to Dave Turner of BORA Marketing Brochure
Design in South Marston for a kind donation towards the cost of
the trophies

Today we have great pleasure in welcoming Gill Scott and her
scout group from South Cerney, Clive Smith and &ll the lads from
Cricklade Town Juniors and, last but not least, Matthew Rushton
and his group from Pewsey. All the sbove are here on the
Saturday Team Club and we hope they have a great day with us.

Finally, congratufations to Anthony Cachio from Grange lunior
School who won our Table Top football competition here at the
Club last Thursday. Anthony did extremely well beating scven
other finalists who proved to be very tough opposition for him
Anthony aiso goes on to the area finals in Bristol and | am sure,
along with us, you wish him all the very best for the final.

oest Yvishes

Swindon Town Football Club’s Community Scheme is kindly supported by:
Y Swinbon  Raychem [EREINGLGE
BORDUGH COUNCIL
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Hello to all you Junior Robins and
welcome to today’s game.

We have four away FAMILY TRIPS booked for you at the moment, they are:
Wednesday - March 22nd 2000 - NORWICH CTY* THIS IS A NIGHT GAME
Saturday - March 25th 2000 - PORTSMOUTH

Saturday - April 8th - QUEENS PARK RANGERS

Monday - April 24th 2000 - STOCKPORT COUNTY

*This match has now been changed from Tuesday to a Wednesday. Any Robins
wanting tickets for this night game ONLY should contact RICHARD DUNSTAN,
Tel no. 01993 70311. Reciprocal tickets are available whether you are travelling by
car or coach.

'LUCKY MASCOT" If any Robin has a full Swindon football kit and wishes to enter
the draw to be an "AWAY MASCOT' ring GEORGE CHADWICK on 01672 520679.

Our next away trip after the NORWICH match is to PORTSMOUTH, which isn't
too far for all you Juniors to travel. We always have a really good day with Pompey's
Juniors, so COME ON lets make a really extra special effort and see if we can get a
full coach this time. PLEASE BOOK EARLY

DONATIONS

Once again there has been no response to our appeal - PLEASE HELP IF YOU
CAN, no matter how small your contribution is, it will help towards the cost to keep
our Robins functional, many thanks!!!

today’s lucky mascots

Ben Curtis
Ben is 9-years-old and lives in
Wroughton. He attends
Wroughton Junior School and in
his spare time he enjoys playing
football, go-karting and using
his computer. His favourite
Town player is Giuliano Grazioli
and hopes that he will play as

. well as his hero Michael Owen.

Helen Tilling

Helen is 10-years-old and celebrated her
birthday earlier this month. She attends
Greenmeadow Primary School. Her
hobbies include music, swimming and
computing. Her favourite Swindon player
was George Ndah but now her allegiance
is with Chris Hay. Helen's dad, Ross, is the

tunnel supervisor on matchdays!

REMEMBER
20% DISCOUNT
ON ALL MASCOT
PACKAGES FOR
JUNIOR ROBINS

This is YOUR PAGE
so send us anything
to do with S.T.F.C.,

pictures of your
favourite player,
poems, letters, jokes
and if we like them,
then we'll print them.

| Join STFC's Jumof
Robins and Robins
club today! '

R's- Otnwyls.
R's- 1itoi6yrs

b V\mars_mnl‘qrm i
Away Travel - discounts on:
awayganes.Organisedaway

R's & JR's contacts: Fran Brearley - 01933 213015. Riehard Dunstan - 01993 703110, Julie Page - 07793 763348
Kevin Hall - 01793 539457/333757. Kim Young - 01993 212645, George/Brenda Chadwick - 01672 520879. For any further details.
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Here at the County Ground vve offer a number of

corporate hospitality packages to suit all ©
For matchdays we offer the followir

Package for 10 - 40 guests in the
‘Matchball’ Suite.

Package for 20 - 40 guests in the

'‘Matchday' Suite

* Three Course Meal including Coffee

* Behind the scenes tour (weekends only)
* Licensed Bar facility

* Complimentary Matchday Magazine

* Seats in the Executive Box

¢ Cover endorsement and editorial in the
Matchday Magazine.

¢ Endorsement of sponsorship over the
PA system

* Presentation of autographed football
by 'Man of the Match’

* Half Time refreshments
Prices based on table of 10

A Gold £880.00

B Silver
C

£780.00

Bronze £680.00

If you would like to book a table and discuss a suitable

22 |

S

. Cha?ﬁ;_a;gne reception
* Three course meal
¢ Seats in the Executive Box

* Front cover flash, editorial and full
page ad in the Matchday Magazine

* Behind the scenes tour (weekends only)

* An opportunity to vote for your 'Man
of the Match’

* Post-match presentations with your
nominated ‘Man of the Match’

» Two directors car park passes
* Acknowledgement over PA system
* Licensed cash bar facilities

* Complimentary Matchday

Magazine for
each of your guests

Prices based on 40 guests

A Gold £4150.00
B Silver £3500.00
C Bronze £3100.00

fixture.
3 333 718

ISR LAl

g'Depa
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—in the

with Gareth Davies

The problem with my knee stems back to when | first already ahead of schedule and I'm very pleased about that
injured it in October. All of next week |'l be getting together with Dick and putting it
| had a scan then bul it didn't show that much, certainly nothing through is paces and see where I'm at.
that was worth operating on. After playing, soms mornings | feit ok
and other times 1L was very uncomforiable

On the football side of things everything has been great and 35|

wrote in my Evening Advert<er column, | think we've found the

A few weeks ago | twisted the knee again in the match against missing link!

A o 7 NE—— : — -

Forest and | think it finally took its toll, ballooning to twice its size These wins have been 3 long time coming and | think it just typifies
iral the Ti iar to that matel : ; :

raight away. | had seen Dr. Ivory the Thursday prior to that match the determination of everybody to turn it around. We have started to

} Z - o | A
df et didn't reveal anymore. However, | ‘“"‘l‘i"_' walk on cut out the individual errors, which haven't helped us, combined with

the Sunday and it wasn't until Dr vory then operated on the Tuesday 5 it of luck After the season we've had it's about time something

that we realised that | had torn my cartilage and the bone was also went our way because, with the excention of 2 couple of aames the
W ke 1t CXCE0TON CF 2 Coupic OF a3

very badly bruised. hard work has been there for all to see and we've all been
It looks as though | may be out of action for the remainder of the disappointed with matches where we have been beaten but deserved
season which is very dsappointing but in the week since the op | have 0 get something out of them.

felt very streng. | am optimistic about my recovery although, at the

moment, | don't want 5 put 3 time-scale on it IT | can get fitand

On paper other teams look at us and see that we have 2 small
squad of senior players but have a good number of young players

sardyv i = hefnre the & "4rn-\.ﬁ~‘ v that vall e = Bowr
ready to play before the end of the w then that will be 2 bonus ‘_,:.mrg through. It won't .ngi'rcn a lot of the big clubs with the

| have been resting a littie but | still need to work the musdes larger squads bul we believe in oursehves and we think that we are
around the injury so there Bn't too much wastage. | am a bit sore good enough {0 stay in this division. I'm sure all the lads are working
wihen waiking around but, a5 far as | am concerned, everything is very hard to make sure that happens
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£10 off all Jackets

(Padded, PU and Rain)
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£39.99

PU Fleece Lined

:
a

FREE Foggia
T-Shirt worth |

£26.99 %

-
1
W|th evefy I = for a imited penod only - no other discounts apply -

Vicenza - -
Padded Jacket Cred’lt Card Hotlihe. 01793 333 778
call now to place your order

Offer Expires 18/03/00




Welcome to today’s match against Wolverhampton W.

Today’s matchball sponsors
are MclLean Homes.

McLeéadn

Creative Builders

MclLean Homes South West
Ltd is a subsidiary of George
Wimpey Plc, the country's
largest housebuilder.

McLean Homes South West have
been building homes in the Swindon

area since 1963, with its business

specialising in detached properties,

with a wide variety of floorplans and

elevations, the company has established

itself as the market leader in this sector
All Mclean Homes are carefully

designed and traditicnally built

The Swindon Town home
fixture against
Birmingham, back in
February proved to be an
exciting one for Rachel
Jones of Sale, Manchester.

Rachel is an avid Swindon Town
supporier and decided that enough was
enough and she should show her
support by sponsoring Philippe Cuervo
Philippe met Rachel at the Birmingham

game and quite a few pictures were

taken! Rachel has now moved to the
good old USA but has promised to try
and follow the exploits of her favourite
player, and of course, Swindon Town FC
On behalf of the Club we would like o
wish her all the very best in her new life

¢ Nationwide
HARVEYs
SAND & GRAVEL

=y
P i =
CTONENNE T

Swindon Town Football ub’s
~ Corporate Suite holders:

,' PEEEE R Ry

L = | SPORT

LAWSON

CEMOUITION § CRUSFING LTD

AREELLE
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To sponsor a STFC player's
kit for the 1999/2000

season call the STFC
Commercial Dept. on
01793 333718

Gareth Hail G5 score Lo 08
T

Maying Posltion
Goalkesper

Playing Postion

Dofonder

Playing Position
Belender

Flaying Position
Mictfinider

Signed From Signed From Bl Sigred Froem Sigred From
Biackburn Rovers H-"\.\.\'ast-? United Sunderiand Hears (5colland)
FOO L'ge B Cup apps S5/00 L'ge B Cup apps 9000 L'ge & Cup spps SO/00 L'go & Cup apgr
24 32(2) 2 B 2001}

B 99/00 1959 Goal S9/00 1999 Goals M 99/00 19299 Goals S9/00 199 Goals
L] 0 o

D.O8 21711458 Don 1m0 SSiil Jg DOB 06110469

KIT SPONSORED BY KIT SPONSORED BY KIT SPONSORED BY

Bob, Rosalind & Global John Young

: PlantslLid
James Haville i Engineering

Sicve Midenhal 3

Playing Positian
Gaalkecpeor

D.OB Mvoirre

KIT SPONSORED BY

The two Peters

Playing Position Flaying Position Playing Position

Forward Medfirldar i Eorweand

Los Collins
O

| Signed From Signed From gl From B =igned From
l Celtn (Scotland) j| Aibion Rowvers (Scon) il Aston Villa STH Youth

“9/00 L'go & Cup apps G900 L'ge & Cup apps il 5/00 L'ge & Cup apps S/00 Lge & Cup appe
B 2546) 13{1) ) 2(1)

‘r‘J T 1999 Goals S9/00 1955 Goals Q0,00 1999 Goals S9/00 1999 Goals
1 a

[" O.8. 2008748 D.C.B. 030274 D.0O.6. D.O.B 130578

S.T.EC. KIT Sponsor Required

Intemet Club \\ﬂ Ehitee | | sl trdoete | | (GNTIMNA

. noevis-Family. freeserve. co.uk 01793 43455 (01793) 3232718

Philippe Cuervo 23 ll Sam Campagna 24 Nrcky Burke 26

Playing Positon
Midfieider

Playing Poation
[Jr!rﬁﬁt-r
Shgrruied From
STFC Yourth

Playing Position
Madficlder

i signod From
B STFC Yourth

9900 L'ge & Cup apxs

L ERH

9900 1999 Goals
2.0.8. 130869 D.OR 19.128D

T SFONSORED BY i sronsoRED BY T SPonsORED BY

" Phi |
Phil Campagna ———— _
Rachel & : : . KIT Sponsor Required
Alistair | Badsey Fiolds Nursery's Ltd Evening Advertiser please call for details

Fruit & Veg Growers & — af The kearl o Snindir
Merchants (O1793) 233718

Playing Position
dl Midtielde

Signed From

STFC Youlth

§ %900 Lgo & Cup app-
o

FWDO0 1999 Goals

Shaned Fram

! 5\1’151.1! {France)
£9/00 L'ge & Cup apps
=)

SO/D0 1999 Goals

900 L'ge & Cup apps
2

SO/00 1288 Goals

o

Williams 33

Playing Position
Dasferwder

Signed From

H/00 L'ge & Cup apps
20

900 1999 Goals
o

D.OB oR10.77

KIT SPONSORED BY

S.T.EC.
Travel Club
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Alan Vicbonald __ Ass Goach

P
Ml 99/00 L'ge & Cup app
# 2{6)

GO0 VEFD Goals

o

R

DB, 181259

Tel: (01672)540330

KIT SPONSORED BY

Bames Coaches

Playing Poiticn
Assistant Coach

& N

;ﬁ_

Signed From
Quesers Park Rangers
D.0.8 1211063

b

4

KIT SPONSORED BY

Playing Position
Defender

{ sigricd Fram
Reauding

29/00 L'ge & Cup apps
16(1)

9900 1998 Goals

IS o

D.OoB MINYF3

Athelston Garage
Chippenham Lid.
01249 655757

Playing Fosition

B Micifickdor

f signad From

j Mottingham Forest
99/00 L'ge & Cup appn
23(6)
ooy
1
DO8 0eNNT3

KIT SPONSORED BY

Jan Cheeseman
Wantage

1999 Goals

Faying Position

i
. Fonassd

Sigeied From
Peterborough Utd.
SO0 L o= &
53)

29/00 1
- El

: EH o.08 23037s

KIT SPONSORED BY

GJ Holtham
Plumbing & Heating
(01793) 823224

Cup apas

999 Goals

Adam Willis 19

Playing Position

[z s

Playing Position
Defender
Skgred From

Aston Villa
9G/00 L'ge K Cup apps
3 56}
i d o -
L i ooa
KIT SPONSORED BY

Bl"

s

Charlie Griffin 20

ppenham Town
900 L'ge & Cup apps

KIT SPONSORED BY

Evenipgl Advqrtiser

Foying Position
Dictender
Signed From
STHC Youth

N HE

900 L'ge & Cupapps
Z0{3)

99/00 1995 Goals

= OB D0X7F9
KIT SPONSORED BY

i

Evening Advertiser

Signed From
STFC Yousth
R Cup apps

00 1559 Goals

D.O.B 140380

KIT SFONSORED BY

S.T.EC.
Travel Club

Jamie Miills 27

Playing Positon
Micielder
Signed from
STFC Youth

9900 L'ge & Cup apps
o

B 09/00 1909 Goals

P.OB

KIT SPONSORED BY

Kevin & Graham

Barnes

KIT SPONSORED BY

S.T.EC.
Study Centre

James Williams 32

Paul McAreavey 30

: ‘.  ena) Playing Pocition

i MictHicider
Signed From
STFC Younth

F3/00 L'go & Cup apps
o

N 93700 1999 oait
L
D.O.B g3.1280

KIT SPONSORED BY

KIT Sponsor Required
please call for details
(01793) 333718

Playing Pasition
= 4
Cigred From
8 STFL Yourh
99/00 L'ge & Cup apps

-~ BAlrs]

KIT SPONSORED BY

KIT Sponsor Required
please call for details
(01793) 333718
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Today's special mascot is
Selina Birt. She will be
following in her mothers
footsteps this afternocon
and leading the team out
on to the field.

Selina's mother is Carol Birt who led
the team out for the 1969 Leagque Cup
Final at Wembley. Carol still works at
Swindon Town and has fond memories

of taking the field before the match
and hopes that Selina’s memories of
today will last as long. Selina will be
carrying the same teddy that Carol
took on the pitch with Town's eaptain
Stan Harland 31 years ago. Carol said,
I would like to wish Selina good luck
and hope she enjoys the doy as much
as | did all those years ago. | hope the
lucky red & white teddy brings
Swindon Town good luck too.”

Sciina is 8-years-old and atiends
Westlea County Primary School. In her
spare time she enjoys all forms of

dancing, going to Brownies, and of
course, supporting Swindon Town.
Her favourite Town player is ¢captain
Scait Leitch who won her affection
when he made a special appearance
at her birthday party.

Good Luck and enjoy your day.

LY

e

Age Concern Swindon is part of a network of
independent Age Concern organisations
throughout the UK. We work closely with our
national centre, Age Concern England and
regionally with groups in the south west.

Age Concern works all year round to enable older people
to make the most of their life - and there are around
40,000 people over 55 in Swindon.

-

* With over 200 volunteers and 75 staff we provide
support and friendship, information and advice, vital local
services and value-for-money products.

* We work to influence what people think about ageing,
celebrating the value of older people’s contribution and
campaigning for change.

Age concern Swindon werks with older people, with

other voluntary organisations in the borough, the council,
and health and social services to plan for their future.

Our shop in Fleet Street, Swindeon sells good quality
donated clothing, books and bric-a-brac. We always need
items to sell and we collect within Swindon each week if
you cannot deliver. We also raise funds through our
trading and fundraising activities like today. This helps pay
for activities and services for which we receive little or
no grants.

To find out more about what we have to offer. To join as
a volunteer or to make a donalion, write to us at:

14 Milton Road,

Swindon,

SN1 5JE

Or telephone 01793 692166
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Swindon's return to winning form in the last two

matches has coincided with the return of 23-
year-old Adam Willis to Town's defence after
a spell on the sidelines since November.

And the former Coventry trainee must be
wondering what might have been had he

been playing throughout the last few

months, during which Swindon
went 19 games without a
Nationwide League win.

o
shots off target 0 (1]
That is in the past "

blocked <shots 1
though, all Willis and his
Swindon team-mates T
shiould be worrying about now is securing another three _p_,fas l"g — X =
puints in their quest to pull off the most unlikely of escapes in . [ willis || Curle |

their bid to avoid Division Two next season. o o o

total passes 200 1133

M m | | — = =
— = ——— =

Adam Willis v
Keith Curle

|  Willis Curle
total crosses | 3 23

cross completion 33% 30%

loday's game is likely to be another tough one though,

with Wolves visiting the County Ground on the back of a dribb]ing

Z-1 win over Ipswich last weekend and with their

play-off hopes very much alive. ( Willis Curle
dribbles & runs 7 55

1 Wolves' defence, skipper Kciil rle is a man with fa
In Wolves' defence, skipper Keith Curle is a man with far Sibecaoson | S )

- maore expenence than Willis but a similar hunger

. L

to win. The veteran centre-hali, who played for .
g 3 . i =, : 3 ! = H
m England in Furo '92, has lost none of his zest for the game and is still one de_fendlng

of the muos! frery and rec

ognisable figures in Division One. ” :
Wwillis Curle

The stats from Opta show that both Willis and Curle have strength, tackles made 13 76

not only in defensive areas, but going forward too. tackles won 38% 70%

blocks 12 76
Curie, who has played far more footbail this season
) P clearances 47 367
than Willss, has superior records in mast areas of
intercepticns 3 57

play, completing 367 clearances and siiding in to 76 [ =2 ||
& ) tackles with a 70 per cent success ratio

l// Willis, despite being a tall defender, likes the
R

discipline

§ ba his feet and has completed all of his seven Willis | Curle |
dribbles with the ball this season, while 60 per fouls 5 5
cent of his 200 passes have also been a success. offside 0 0

- 5 - _ ellow cards 2 T |
The contribution of the stoppers will be crucial in i
- rad cards o 0

deciding where the points go this afternoon. with

the teams needing them for very different reasons.

Statistics supplied by Carling Opta
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calling all

in the proggy....

From match to match, on this page, we will be showing
you all the best bits from our bulging mailbag. If you've

got anything which you think we should publish then drop
us a line (address below).

4| although, I'm not sure if
i | these two are really what
we're looking forl
ShOw yer cOlours!
Don’t forget to send
us your 10p s 3
featuring yo your
STFC kit - Send them
to: STFC Matchday
Magazine
/o PIA Sport, The
Litten, Newtown Road,
Newbury, Berkshire,
RG14 7BB.

KeeD the Faith
Dear Editor,

Dedicatad to all the Town fans that
h=ve been absolutely brilliant
throughout the season. They
foyal support in such difficult imes.

A cold wet day on the stand,
Anather heavy loss to fate.
There's no more crowds at the gate.

But there's a group of
special people,
That still come to this spedal place,
To feel that certain bond.

Waiting patiently for that win,
And damning those that don't care.

And these people show such faith,
For their dub in all its strife,
Never giving up on their team,
Never surrendering the fight:

For in their hearts they believe,
And belief will see them through,
And together from the stands,
They'll sing the bad times through.

So come on Swindon's faithful,
Let’s keep this dub alive,
And together with our support,
_ The Robins will survive....

Miss A. Robin
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The weorld of professional sport
is increasingly becoming a young
mans domain.

Witness the events of the past week. 22-year-
ald Emile Heskey made his predicted £11m move
to Liverpool and 21-year-ald Jenson Button makes
hts formula one debut for BMW Williams in the
Melbourne Grand Prix. 21-ycar-old Michael
Bridges also scores the two goals thal keep Leeds
in touch with Manchester United at the head of
the Premier League.

On the flip side, Neville Southall struck a blow
for the older generation making his first Premier
League appearance in over two years for Bradford
Looking slightly portly but still displaying the
reflexes that made him one of English football's
best ever goalkeepers, he could not be faulted for
his display. But after watching a section on young
footballers on BBC Breakfasts news | cannol help
but wonder if everything is coming just a little too

soon for the \'oungtr l}L‘ler[iﬂﬂ.

As | tucked into my traditional early morming
fare of Fruitabix (an innovative little cereal) and
toast | watched a picee on the Premier League's
new junmior competition. Players no taller than
gnomes ran around tackling, passing and genesally

playing to a far higher level than | could cver hopc

to achieve. The interviews with these budding new
David Beckhams and Andy Cole also registered so
many cliches that it became apparent that Alan
Shearer had also had a sigmficant effect on

these youngsters.

Strolling around in their replica shurts they
looked every inch Premier League stars of the
future, but you could slmost sense the lingering
presence of scouts sniffing around the periphery
dreaming of lucralive packages o lure these
young lads to the Premier League club of thedr
dreams. They will not be short of offers and with
young players with no league expenenceé now
costing anything up to €1 million, the players of
tomorrow will not be short of opportunities or
money. It is however hard to imagine any player in
the modern cra approaciung the 1000 game mark
reached recently by Tony Ford of Rochdale,
Grimsby, Carlisle....the fist goes on. Loyalty may be
an admurable concept but in the cut and thrust

world of football 1t comes at a price

5.(01793) 333718 Stic E=):
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CALL NOW TO
RECEIVE YOUR

COLOUR CATALOGUE

THE COMPLETE SOLUTION IN
PROMOTIONAL MERCHANDISE

* Corporate Gifts
* Leisure Wear

* International sourcing
s Uniforms

* Event Merchandise

* On Pack Offers

* Full Service \
Corporate Schemes

* Warehousing &
Fulfilment

YR 2 5 T — \

MAKING YOUR GOOD NAME LOOK EVEN BETTER

Telephone: 01672 563030

Non-Stop Promotions & Marketing Ltd., Fordbrook Business Centre, Marlborough Road, Pewsey, Wiltshire, SN9 SNU,

BLOOR HOMES

WYVE)(#STAFF Building for the future in...

Cellular Operations Ltd are

currently looking for: Wiltshire, Somerset, Wales, Avon,
Warwickshire, Gloucestershire, Hereford
and Worcestershire

Part-time Customer Service Consultants

For details of our current developments

Glon = 01793 513938

Call Centre Coaches _ _
Call Centre Team Leaders or Email hq@jsbloor.demon.co.uk

Please contact WYVERN STAFF AGENCY. HOMES
24 Commercial Road, Swindon SN1 3NS
Tel: (01793) 513363 Fax: (01793)488535 —~

or L'A\r'ﬂi] Wy \_}“_B.\. STAF ['{f"’.'(l)l"l'lPﬁlli.\fﬁl'}:t,‘,cﬂ!“ BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE
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Today we take a look at Swindon’s next two fixtures.
On Wednesday we travel to Carrow Road to meet Norwich
then, on the following Saturday, we're of to Portsmouth.

sealed a win but his shot rebounded off the crossbar, It's 3
long journey to Carrow Road, but hopefully with Town's
rejuvenated form, it may well be worth the trip.

the lowdowvn...
Earlier this week Norwich manager Bruce Rioch parted
company with the Canaries after winning only one of
their last 11 games The decision was by mutual concent
between Rioch and the club and his departure comes
two years aiter he took on the job. Norwich have asked
their Director of Foothall and former Nreland coach
Bryan Hamilton to take over the role until the end
of the season. Norwich City started this season
brightly and looked as if they may challenge
for a play-off spot before Christmas but this
latest poor run of form has seen them drop
out of the promotion race.

the reason to
wvvatch...

A 0-0 draw at the County Ground carlier this
season came on a Friday night. Jim Quinn
came on for the final push and nearly

the last five meetings...

Swindon Town 0-0 Norwich City 12.11.99
Norwich City 2-1 Swindon Town 01.05.99
Swindon Town 1-1 Norwich City 05.12.98
Norwich City 5-0 Swindon Town 25.04.98
Swindon Town 1-0 Norwich City 25.1057

the player to
watch...

Darel broke through into the Norwich first team
fast sezson and did more than enough to
suggest he could soon become a permanent
fixture. Highly rated by everyone in the Carrow
Road managerial team, he signed a four and a
half year professional contract when he was
only 17 and he exiended that by a year in May
1999 to tie him to the Canarics until 2002

the last five meetings...

Swindon Town 1-1 Porismouth 26.12.99
Swindon Town 3-3 Portsmouth 20.02.99
Portsmouth 5-2 Swindon Town 12.09.98
Swindon Town 0-1 Portsmouth 07.03.88
Portsmouth 0-1 Swindon Town 31.1087

the player to watch...
Steve Claridge is in a fich vein of form and has
scored all but one of Pompey's goals since
Chiristmas, including one at the County
Ground. The much-travelled striker is
| revelling in his role as fans favounite at the
club he supporied as a boy and is also
scoring the goals that could keep
Portsmaouth out of the relegation fight.
His late winner against Nottingham Forest
last weekend was his 12th of the season, but like so
many others this campaign, it snatched vital points
that the team’s performance did not warrant. His fine
performances are set 1o be rewarded by Tony Pulis with
a new contract. However, he could also find himself in
- hot water with the FA over an alleged bet he made on
.- himself scoring a hat-trick against Barnsiey, which he duly
jﬁ_ did. If only Chris hay was a beiting man!

the lowdovvn...

Pompey manager Tony Pulis left near neighbours

Bristol City to take the reians at Fratton Park. New
owner Milan Mandaric has opened his cheque and
Pulis signed Kevin Harper from Derby for (300,000
and Justin Edinburgh for £200,000 from Spursina
desperate bid to beat the dreaded relegation to
the second division. Pompey's

the reason to
watch...

It's always a fantastic atmosphere when
we play Portsmouth and this season has
been no exception. A 1-1 draw on Boxing Day
made for a very exciting match, only a late strike
by Steve Claridge denied Town all three points
after Chris Hay had put us in the lead. It's sure
to be a very exciting match with everything to
play for and well worth the short trip down

to Fratton Park.
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www.FOOtbalINews.co.uk

FootballNews MatchTicker

Welcome to FootballNews
connecting for LIVE updates .....

Scores and tables on the right refresh automatically every 60 seconds

Leagues tables updated on the fly every 15 seconds

Latest team news and match reports scroll above every 15 seconds

Live photos appear above for all major weekend and midweek matches

For extended coverage click "view” on any match

Individual match pages show scorers, yellow cards, red cards and betting stats

FootballNews covers 1,500+ matches every weekend,
from Premiership to county, including Champions League, UEFA Cup + European
FootballNews MatchTicker - what the internet was invented for ...

div1 Goal QPR 1-0 Tranmere Rovers Robert Steiner (2)
div2 Goal Oldham Athletic 0 - 1 Reading Andy Gurney (9)
div1 Flash Walsall 0 - 0 Blackburn Rovers Booked: Jeff Kenna (20) foul

15:21:17 15:21:17

The next course is a seven week

ser § course and commences week
beginning 28th February, so don't
delay, enroll today at the course
centre of your choice,

— Cost: £2.50per Session - this to be
are interested in football, then the Swindon Town Soccer  [REERUREL

If you

Centres are for you. Listed below are the times and the leisure For more information about the
centres where we will give you professional coaching, to help following courses, please fing the

3 Swindon Town Soccer Centre's
,you enjoy your football even more.

Co-ordinator Jimmy Fraser on

01793 6447717.

SOCCER CENTRE VENUES MIARCH - APRIL 2000
LINK CENTRE (Swindon Borough) HAYDON (Swindon Borough) RIDGEWAY LEISURE CENTRE
Monday 4.30 - 530pm 5 - 6 years Thursday 4.00 - 5.00pm 5 - 8 years Weds 500 - 6.00pm 5-7 years

530-630pm 8- 11 years 500 - 6.00pm 7 -8 years 600 - 7.00pm B- 11 years
Thursday 430 - 530pm 5 years 6.00 - 7.00pm 9-11 years

530 -6.30pm 7 - B.years

STRATTON CRICKLADE LEISURE CENTRE

OASIS (Swindon Borough) Monday 3.30 - 430pm 5- 6 years Weds 530-630pm 9 - 11 years
Monday 500 - 800pm _5 - 10 years 430 - 530pm 3 - 11 years

Weds 330-430pm 7 -8years
430-530pm 7 - B years FAIRFORD LEISURE CENTRE

Saturday 3.00 - 10.00am 5 - 8 years . g S 2 Tues 5.00 - 5.00pm & 6.00 - 7.00pm
10.00 - 11.002m 5 - 8 years , Friday 330-430pm 5-6ycars S -9 e ?

HIGHWORTH (Swindon Borough) MARLBOROUGH

Tuesday 4.00 - 5.00pm 5 - 6 years Weds 330-430pm 5 -7 years BAMPTON NEW CENTRE (OXON)
500 - 6:00pm 7 - 8years 400 - 500pm 7 - 9 years Fri 500 - 6.00pm 7B & 9 years
Thursday 5.00 - 6.00pm 8 -11 years 500 - 6.00pm 8-12 years 600 -7.00pm 10 - 11 years
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ﬁﬂ;m C‘?p'ﬂu lhqt van
-ﬁmulr} be at the top of his

Swindon Town
Football ub present

Golf Day

Swindon Town EC. will be

holding a Millennium Golf

Day on Thursday 11th April
2000 atWrag Barn Goif

o .

WRAG
BARN

Golf & Comntey Clab
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swindon town box office

Wednesday 22nd March - AWAY Saturday 8th April - AWAY
Norwich City v Swindon Town QPR v Swindon Town
Nationwide League Division One, kick-off 7.45pm Nationwide League Division One, kick-off 3.00pm

All tickets are pay on the day at Norwich
Adults £TBC

Senior Citizens £TBC
Juniors £ETBC

Adults £14.00
Senior Citizens £8.00
Juniors £8.00

Saturday 25th March - AWAY i S Saturday 15th April - HOME
Portsmouth v Swindon Town ‘Swindon Town v Tranmere.

: : 1 Nationwide League Division One.
500 seating tickets availab = kick-off 3.00pm

+* please note that thi i8530 «" Band C prices apply fo
uncovered section. * ' i ;

match is al‘l—ﬁcket for: e . Saturday 22nd April -

Adults £13.00 J f e | Swindon Town v R

Senior Citizens £6.000 = i\ " Nationwide League Division'Q
Juniors £6.00 ; - s kick-off 3.00pm

Saturday 1st April - HOME Band A prices apply for this
Swindon Town v Man City

Nationwide League Division One,
kick-off 3.00pm ‘
Band A prices apply for this match ~ _ Swindon Town V Barnsley Band B

We also have tickets on sale now for our last
home fixture:

ToOwvVvN

B by Roger Reeves

The Town Ladies notched in the League the Town defeated
second place in the South championship favourites Newport
West Combination League strikers 2-0. The first half was goalless
and a Cup final spot. with both defences keeping a tight grip

als in

on the opposing forwards. Two

te spell ensured that the

TheOTown made the long trip 1o
Cernwall to face Saitas
the semi final of the '"Ambassador’

hree poinis. Leanne

S
uled in the penalty area

sh Pilanims in
qrims

South West Combination League Cup. and Pam Lsxﬁr gave the Welsh keeper

In the 12th minute Pam Laker smacked no chance with the resulting spot kick. A

home a 35-yard free—kick to put the Minutes later Pom Laker added a

Town ahead. The home side however, second with 3 25-yard shot that PAM LAKER -

scared twice before the break After dropped just inside the near post who got those two important goals

the restart the game continued as 2 Tomorrow the Town travel to fas against Newport

close feught batile but in the 73rd Denham United in 2 league fixture.

minute Kim Reeves put the sides level. Although there are only three league

Six minutes later Pam Laker and Holly games remaining the two sides have

Ashman combined to create the not met previously. The Town reserves P WD L F AP

epening for Le:;rjr':e Taylor to get the are at hpm(- and play Newport Pagnell :;‘i‘;guif‘fﬁ ’: “ f ': :3‘ i :"‘9

ai1-importan‘ third. The Town will now Utd in the Southern Region League. CELTENAM e e
face Newport in the final at the end of This match will be played at Ridgeway NEWPORTSTRIKERS 14 12 0 2 357 13 3%

Thr. season. - School and will kick off at 2.00pm. SIS PRRG G E e s oy
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WITH OUR CHOICE, DEALS AND PRICES OUR CUSTOMERS REACH...

Because we endeavour to give you our best performanc
every single day of the week, make sure your goal :s
ARRIVA when buying your.next car.

Our dealerships services mciudes.

NEW CAR SALES © USED CAR SALES =~
VEHICLE HIRE ¢ SERVICING ¢ M.0.T. TESTING
PARTS ¢ AND SO MUCH MOHE... '

JOBS.JOBS.JOBS....

Temporary, Permanent & Contract

e WORKBASE E4217~ 2
Telemarketing, Inbound & Qutbound Telesales,

"THE TOTAL RECRUITMENT SOLUTION" ¥ office Personnel

WP/VDU, Secretarial, Reception, Clerical &
' PROBABLY SWINDON’S LARGEST | A¢ministration
INDEPENDENT AGENCY! | [ Industrial

Warehouse, Shop Floor, Forklift, Machine Operators,
Pickers & Packers

01793 488909 oz e
Chefs, Waiting & Bar Staff, Kitchen Porters & Cleaners

Local Office: 11/12 Commercial @ ”"rs’-ng

Road, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN1 5NF.
Fax: (01793) 495322 Hospital Aux & Nurses, Nursing Home Carers & RGN'’s
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transporting swindon tovwn fans
into the nevv millennium

Welcome to this afternoon's visit by Wolverhampton Wanderers.
After a stunning viclory at The Valley last weekend, we have two chances to collect more
away points in the coming week.

On Wednesday we face the long journcy 10 Carrow Road, where the Town take on Norwich
City. There are no advance tickets for this fixture. Then on Saturday we are sure to have a
good lurn-out for the much shorter tnp to Fratton Park

WED 22ND MAR 7.45Pm  SAT 25TH MAR 3.00em

Norwich City Portsmouth
Nationwide League Division One Nationwide League Division One
Adults:  £1400 Adults:  {13.00

0.APs: (3800 OAPs: 600

Juniors: Juniors: £6.00 All pay on day

£8.00 All pay on day

TRAVEL INFORMATION

Depart COUNTY GROUND: 1.45PM
pepart ERMIN STREET: 2.00PM
pepart WEST SWINDON: 1.30PM
Adult Fare: £14.50
Under-15 Fare: £13.00

(*Supporters’ Oub Members recsive & £1 dscount on farss)

pepart ERMIN STREET: 11.30AM
Depart WEST SWINDON: 11.00AM
Adult Fare: £8.00
Under-15 Fare: £7.00

{*Supportery’ Cub Members recsive a Sip discount on fares)

* All major credit or debit cards accepted

* Hostess service hot/cold drinks and
light refreshments

* All coaches non-smoking

« Statutory NO ALCOHOL rule applies

24hr Information Service

Tel: (01793) 825935

COUNTY GROUND BOOKING OFFICE
(Oid Cut Shop, off County Road)

Tel: (01793) 536757

Open Tue, Weds & Thurs: 10.00am - 2.00pm
Thursday evenings 7.00pm - 9.00pm
Saturday Matchdays 1.30pm - 2.45pm

Other Matchdays from 2 hours before K.O.

ticket office opening times
Monday - Friday. 9.00am - 5.00pm

10.00am - 4.00pm
9.00am - Kick-Off
Midweek (matchdays) 9.00pm - Kick-Off

go on general sale
four weeks before the matdh.

’ p : 1 5 - The STFC |
1 : s il SUPPORTERS CLUB
4 ™ ‘h\‘k S _

handy

hints...

the rough guide to

Carrow Road

L=

Club Name:
Carrow Road
Norwich City FC, Carrow
Road, Norwich, NR1 1JE

How to Contact:

Main Tel: 01603 760760
Ticket Office: 01603 761661
Web: www.canaries.co.uk

The Canaries

Club’s Home Colouwrs:
Yellow shirts and shorts

Stadium Stats:

Capadity: 21,954
Away Allocation: 1,741

Norwich

City centre car parks
Lower Clarence Road

There's a KFC 100yrds from
the station. Also, the
Compleat Angler pub is
also nearby overiooking the
river. It is warm and

welcoming to away fans.

i

the STFC Ticket office are pleased to acept .-
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Souncss said: "THISH i i
opportunity and just the sortof cha _tg,i'gc'l; HiliEsns
relish. | am delighted to be back in day-to-day =~
management, particularly with such an
ambitious club.

“This club is geared for top-level football and
has a proven record. My job is to help bring
back the good times to Ewood Park and |
cannot wait to get started.”
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taylor rejected

'| Manchester GCity's Gareth Taylor has joined

after

Queens Park Rangers on a month's log
failing to force his way back into Joe Rm.lc' s plans.
;-J\lnr relurned to City after a months loan al
Walsall and was expected to make that move
permanent. However, Rangers need more cover up
front due fo injurics and should now link up with
fellow loanee Mikkel Beck who has extended s
loan spell at Loftus Road.

Meanwhile Manchester City have signed Bradford
striker Lee Mills on loan until the end of the
season. The 29-ycar-old centre-forward scored 23 Icague goals during the

Bantams' promotion-winning scason last lerm,

rioch flies the nest

Next week's opponents Norwich City have
parted company with manager Bruce Rioch. His
tvam had won just ene of their last 11 matches
and his contract at Carrow Road was ended by
‘agreement’. Rioch had been in charge at Norwich
for two seasen and the former Bolton and
Arsenal boss had guided the Cananes to 9th
pasition in the League just last scason.

oty i
|}

decision time

Manchester United defender John Curtis has a big
decision to make. His loan spell with Barnsley expires at
the end of the current campaign and after being such a
big-hit at Oakwell the England Under 21 international
must decide whether to make the move permanently,

With his first team opportunities at 0ld Trafford
drying up he switched to Barnsley and is enjoying life
there, he said: "I'm grateful to everyone at Barnsley and
Manchester United for giving me the opportunity. Sir
Alex Ferguson would demand around £1 milfion for his
young defender who was expected to go on to great things during his youth
days at United.

claridge cllncher

Portsmouth chairman Milan Mandaric is to
discuss a new deal with Steve Claridge to keep
him at the club.

The veteran striker wants to extend his current
deal which runs out at the end of next season.

Mandaric said: "I'm more than willing to sit
down and talk. | don't know what he needs but
we'll see what we can do.”

Wolves are to sell Australian
international midfielder Steve Corica
to Japanese side Hiroshima.

Corica would have been able to
leave Wolves as a free agent in the
summer when his contract expired,
but the Molineux club will now
receive an undisclosed six-figure fee

The 26-year-old will fly to Japan
this week o sign a two-year contract,
and Wolves manager Colin Lee said:
"Steve has made his mind up about
the move and it will suit him
out there.”
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Former Town star Fitzroy
Simpson has stated his
intention to continge
international caree!

Fitz starred in Jamaica's 1998 World»
Cup qualification rounds and also the
finals itself, but while many of his fellow
professionals left the Scottish Premier
League in Febraury to compete in the Gold
Cup, Simpson remained at Hearts to ‘setile
in' following his move north of the border
from Portsmouth.

s "‘“"’h’::-;:

i

Simpsen is dedicated to making a st
of his mave to Tynecastle and, at
moment, a first team place is & priority.

'I felt it was important, having come :
to a new club, to try and establish myself,":
he said.

He continued: 'But I'm not at thé‘fﬁgt
where | no longer want to play interna

think starts at the end of the season.

‘If we were to make it to the finals in
Japan and South Korea in 2002 then | might’
well call it a day after that.

‘I've captained Jamaica on many eccasions
and we are in 3 rebuilding process with the
association looking for a new manager.’

Fitz is playing well for Jim Jefferies' side
and is finding life in the Scottish Premier




Am | dreaming? Did the tooth
fairy aeep up on me last week and
launch into a blistering attack rather
than take away my molars - leaving
me in a dream-like coma?

Did all the pennies I've thrown into
wishing wells strike lucky? Or is it the
withered, fading four-leafed clover that
has been in my pocket for the last
two months?

Or maybe the green shoots of Spring
have sprung. Maybe our boys have
simply decided thal the practical joke is
over, and that after kidding us all since
August, now is the time to reward our
faith. Whatever. The midweek win
against Huddersfield was a marvellous

By Jon Gripton,
breakfast presenter,
BBC Wiitshire Sound

the gripton

BIBRE WILTSHIRE SOUND

103.6,104.3& 103.5=

occasion. Like winning the lotiery - only
better. Like a mad summer's carnival on a
winter's evening. And it was limmy
Quinn whe provided the bubbly. | feel
sorry for the many who decided to give
it 2 miss. Because for me it was the best
game of the season so far. We played like
we were top of the table. Well maybe
not. But it felt like it. And after
Saturday's win at Chariton maybe we
should be. | know it wasn’t the greatest
of goals, but they all count don't they?

And it's given many a Swindon fan 2
new surge of interest. Like 2 shot of
Vizgra after a year of celibacy. Or Eiton
lohn's amazing new head of hair.
Suddenly we're champions 2gain and it
feels great.

So can we climb out of the relegatien
zone? Well I'm not 2 grzat betting man,

but it has to be worth 2 wager. And if
you're flush after the Cheltenham
festival this week, then the odds must be
good for the Town 1o do 2 Wayne
Bobbitt and survive the chop! But
backing the Town down at the County
Ground is just as important as we all
know. The Reds have showed us they can
do it. Let's show them we can do it too.
It's great that we're not being thrown to
the Wolves for slaughter today. In fact,
I'm betting on another surprise by 4-45

Enjoy the game.

Join Jon Gripton on the radio, Monday
to Friday, from Sam until 9am, on 103.6
FM BBC Wiltshire Sound. Or you can write
to him at PO Box 1234 in Swindon, or
e-mail him: wiilshi.ﬁ‘sound@bbcmuk

THE VENUE FOR YOUR NEEDS

Meetings & Conferences
Birthday Parties
Wedding Receptions

_Special Events

For more information on Swindon Town’s facilities or to
book an event call Brian Wood or Carol Salter on:

01793 333741




landmade KitchenseZ

from
The Manor Cabinet Company

URNITURE DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED PERSONALLY FOR YOU.

Choose from our infinite runge of cabinets and finishes to
create an individually styled kitchen, bedroom, bathroom or
home study

Our Designers will use their expertise to provide the ulimate
solution based on your personal criteria and priorities

We use the finest materials combined with both traditional
woodworking methods and modern technol ey 1o build high
quality furniture

With our 30 years expericnce in the industry over 70¢% of our
business is by customer recommendation.

Your satisfaction is our guarantee.

Kelvin Road e Green Bridge Industrial Estate » Swindon e Wiltshire SN3 31Q Tel: 01793 423478 = Fax: 01793 423312

In a drive to offer more §

and experience the

SWINDON =88R Option of a pre-match ground tour
T‘::__VN ‘ Top quality buffet served in the “Matchday Suite”
Seats in the Executive enclosure
Complimentary matchday magazine
Half-time refreshments served in the suite
Vote for and mest the “Man of the Motch”
Cash bar facility in the suite

f ‘r ard o hearing
we thank you for
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nalf-time teasers
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quick quiz

) On whal date will this year's FA
Cup final be played?

{2) Which team won the 1998-99
Avon Insurance
Combination Leagus?

@) In which manth did the
preliminary rounds for this
season's FA Cup stari?

J Which two Scottish league
{eams lost oaly hee maiches
last season?

Where in the

W ; : (5) In which year was the first FA
Orld =y Cup final hield?

where were they bom ' () Name thie winners af he first FA
: " Cup after the Secend World War?
John Robinson

Alessandro ded Piero - - " Which team did Wigan defeat in
st last season's Auto Windscreens

Jen Dahl Tomasson Shield fizal?

Marian Pzhars

Steffen Iversen (@ Name the twe finalists in the

Tt Kitshati 1998-99 Worthington Cup?
.[”he?:-&_garakn (@) lln which year did Manchester

i Kieith Rowland United first win the league title?
Dietmgr Hamann

_Halan Seikor o pr mayfima-s have Manchester Name the
City won the FA Cup?
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We've had a couple of fantastic wins and for me, it's espedially
pleasing to see the younger lads enjoying these wins.

They are part of a team that beat two very
good sides in this division and Lheir smiling Everybody expected Chariton to win

faces are definitely a welcome sight the game and it was fike a party
atmosphere amongst the

In the Huddersficld match we definitely had before the match. /
f the sconng like to thank the Charit
ncly hard Il as oOWn's bet

more possession and the bette

thances throughout. We v

the ball and thoroughly dessrved

The entire Club has been given 3 real lift and

everything seems to be a little better, including Saturday's match

the sunshinc at trainng. We must have done against Wolves w

something right last week! be any easier bec
Wik

n with a fortunaie goal, Hopeful
ec and the another good she
per were magnificent and kept a clean front of the hom
/= pressured them high o

slarting from Chnis Hay and en

For the team with all the answers

MC2 Financial Consultancy

Personal and Corporate Financial Guidance

Tel/Fax: 01635 36914
Email: mc2.practice @allieddunbar.co.uk

MELVIN CZAPALSKI Bsc (Hons). MLIA (dip)

Certified in Financial Planning by the Chartered Insurance Institute
Senior Consultant

Allied Dunbar House, 65 London Road, Newbury Berkshire, RG14 1YA.

MC? Financial Consultancy is a trading name of MC Financial Services Ltd.
MC Financial Services Ltd is an Appointed Representative only of the Allied Dunbar and Threadneedie
Marketing Group, which is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority in
relation to the life assurance and pension products of Allied Dunbar and the %
investment products of Threadneedle. =

Professional advice for the life you don’t yet know. EESTEINIENY
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TURNING lBACK T - |

C C10C

Mike Surnrnerbee.

Welcome to our A to Z of former Swindon Town players.

This week we take a look back at Mike Summerbee.

Mike Summerbee was born in
Cheltenham and was the son of
George Summerbee who had
played League football for
Preston North End. Part of the
first wave of youngsters
introduced by Bert Head, who
had the vision to see that Youth
was the only way forward for a
club of limited resources like
Swindon. Mike made his debut
for Swindon in a home match
with Bournemouth, which saw
Willie Marshall and Arnold Darcy
score the goals in a victory.

Summerbee appeared in the
centre forward position rather
than on the right wing where he
was to form a formidable

partnership with Ernie Hunt. Mike

was Ernie’s lodger in Rodbourne
and one wonders how managers
of today would have reacted to
the pairs habit of engaging in
impromptu kick-abouts with the
local youngsters in Mannington

Rec. Summerbee had the speed to

outpace full backs and elbows
sharp enough to deter any
untoward aggression. Not that he
needed much help in this
direction as the touchline in those

days was very close to the crowds

and full backs who up ended him
were likely to face a blow from
an umbrella from a crowd which
supported the home grown
players with enthusiasm seldom
seen today.

During the season in which
Swindon won their first ever
League promotion Summerbee
made 37 appearances and,

although his personal tally was
only six, his crosses set up
countless goals for the likes of
Jack Smith and Cliff Jackson.

Having helped Swindon into
Division Two and to storm to the
top of it in the opening weeks of
the season Summerbee began to
attract the notice of bigger clubs.
The bright start faded and the
following season, 1964/65,
although Summerbee enjoyed
personal success being Town's
top scorer with 13 and Swindon’s
Player of the Year, Town
were relegated.

A familiar combination of falling
gates and a player anxious to
prove himself at a higher level led

@ Board meeting to decide to

accept the best price on offer for
him and £31,000 paid by the
canny Joe Mercer was to see him
go on to a League Championship,
FA Cup and European Cup
Winners triumphs with
Manchester City.

In all he was at Maine Road for

ten years during which time he
was capped six times by England.
After this he went on to play for
two other Lancashire dubs;
Burnley and Blackpool. His final
League appearances were made
for Stockport County where he
filled the role of player manager.
In 'his entire 716 league
appearances were to produce

92 goals.

Having retired from football
Summerbee went into business
making hand made shirts an
occupation which gave him time
atweekends to make frequent
visits to Swindon to see his son,
Nicky Summerbee playing his
old dub.

By Dick Mattick

competiion TIME

. How many League dubs did Mike

* Summerbee play for?

If you think you know - send your answers on a
postcard to: History Competition, Swindon Town
F.C., County Ground, County Road, Swindon,

Wiltshire SN1 2ED.

The first correct entry received will
win a great STFC Mystery Prize!

Mr W Dolman
from Calne

- ADMINISTRATION: (01723) 333700 » ADMIN FAX: (01793) 333703 » SALES DEPT (01793) 333718

S




CLUB 2000

haebley drive, lower srmttém '_

swindon _
tel: 01793 333656

tufh; equipped gvm
membership from s
£15.80 per month

steam room

take your first

agua aerohics
step call now

circuit tiaining
muscular endurance training

karate
solarium

discounts available
for all ticket holders creche

"PHH Business

One 2 One/

The Mirror -

Fans Award
Forget loyalties for a moment, which football
clubs are the most fan-friendly? This could be
pricing of tickets, merchandise, food/drink or care
for the young, old or disabled or anything else
you think is important.

One 2 One and The Mirror have joined forces to find the
best club in each division in the opinion of you the fans
and reward the clubs with £10,000 and a trophy at the
end of the season. This money must be spent on a fan-
related project.

Please phone 0901 400 0803 anytime and give the name
of the club and why you think they are fan friendly*

All Mirror profits from the phone line will go to the
National Association of Disabled Supporiers.

You could also win an Ericsson ENGLAND maobile phone
previously used by an England player ** One phone wiil
be presented each month for the most interesting call.

* Calls cost 50p per
minute and lines will be
open until end April 2000 2 o e
e nadninl one n
connected fo One 2
Anyiime B0, with free line
rental subject to
minimum term confract
and credit check

No cash alternative.

The Njirror

Solutions

continuing to support our

local team.”

PHH Business Solutions. PHH Centre, Windmill Hill, Swindon SNs 6 Business Sojutions




ruud decision

Chelsea have scaled-down their attempts to sign PSV's
hotshot Ruud Van Nistelrooy. Buss Gianluca Viall s hesitant to
break the Bristish transfer record teo land the Dulch league's
new wonder-boy because he does not want to “bankrupt” the
club. As previously reported, a number of Europe’s top sides
have been tracking Nistclrooy but his £18 million price-tag has
proved to be one leap the London club are not about to take.
Vialli said: "Prices have gone crazy. When you talk about top
players you are being asked to pay twice the price you were
Just one year ago. “He 1s an outstanding striker and a great
prospect bul | do not want te bankrupt Chelsea. We are
looking for good, affordable players”

reid need

Celtic's reported attempts to lure Peter Reid away from
Sunderland have been rubbished by both Reid and dub
officials. John Bames was sacked last month in his first year in
charge at Parkhcad and Reid quickly became one of the front
runners for the vacant posion. Reid has slammad the reports

because he s more than happy at the Stadium of Light and
said, “The stones are just rubbsh. The fact i that we have done
terrifically well at Sunderfand over the fast few scasons. I'm
very proud of how far we've come in that time and I'm very

happy here.” Wearsiders’ chairman Bob Murray is aiso confident he can hold onto his manager.
Murray said: "Sunderiand s Peter's destiny. He's the manager but be can be the chairman, chicf
executive or any title he wants. | don't see any rcason o want Lo leave this club”

carbone offer

Benito Carbone is still yet to sign a contract that will keep

him at Villa Park past this summer. His current short-term
contract expires at the end of the scason and if Villa boss
John Gregory does nol get the Italian to put pen to paper
before this months transfer deadline, he could lose his
| scrivees altogether when he feaves on a Bosman. ILis
rumaured that the ltalians wage demands are proving a
stumbling block but Gregory is hopeful that these
difficulties can be sorted out by March 23rd.

The Villa boss said: "If we haven't go! everything signed
and sealed by next Thursday's transfer deadline there's a

real threat he could ge and play for someone else next
season. "What Beni s asking is not astronemical bul he still
has to lower his sights a bit.®

anfield exodus

Liverpool's £11 million purchase of Emile Heskey from Leicester has ignited speculatiopn that

several big names at Anfield could be on their way out as Gerard Houllier continues his major
overhaul on Merseyside. Now Jamie Redknapp and Robbie Fowler, captain and vice-caplain have
been linked with transfers to North London rivals Spurs and Arsenal respectively, but an Anficid
spokesman said “There are absolutely no plans whatsoever to scll either Robbie, Michael or Jamic
Redknapp. This is all about building the best, strongest squad passible to compete in Europe and
I'he Warld_ and one designed to mativate and win”

euell be sorry

Wimbledon’s England Under 21
international Jason Euell has shocked
the London club and slapped in a
transfer requesi. Euell 23, is believed
to be disillusioned with Tife at
Selhurst Park because he feels the
ciub lack ambition. Dons boss Egil
Oisen is having one of the hardest
jobs in football at the moment while
he attempts fo salvage Wimbleden's
season and, just as importantly, hang
on to his talented young stars. The
transfer request came days after the
the Dons accepted Spurs” offer for
John Hartson and although the deal
feli through, Euell felt it was time for
him ta get out foo. Jason Euell is
believed to be valued at around €8
millian, with Spurs likely to express an
interest after previously being linked
with the player in the past.

Lo
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Escape tO VictOoryMW

It can't have been easy for Steve Sutherland
this week.

His Chairman offers Swindon a helping hand and Steve and Phil
Cannon organise the half time draw proceeds to be directed to our
Youth Team's Milk Cup fund. The flourish to be handed over to
Willy Carson who then thanks all concerned for the cheque, the . 153 S e
three points and we gleefully leave The Valley with both. But as
with zll proper football people Steve has seen the funny side of the
situation. Despite all the ribbing at his end, wher: | spoke to him, his
first questions were about everybody's health and welfare at
Swindon and hopes present problems are soon alleviated. That's
what they so often get wrong in the media - grudge selis papers
but goodwill seldom does The world of soccer is never portrayed
as having a heart, it's only ever about money, ego and spite.

Have you ever watched a TV series about a club that wasn't
laughably inaccurate and under-researched? Having spent a
fortune digitally enhancing the crowd to give the correct feei of
thousands in team colours (instead of 20 extras pushed into 2
corner wearing new bobble hats and miming badly to pre-recorded
chants as they used to). They computerise the field of play building
in real professional players to give the game shape and form, even
recruiting actors for main parts who can at least trap 3 ball and
dribble to give the whole thing authenticity. They then ruin
everything by allowing a waitress 10 wander inte  losing dressing
room at half time to enquire if the young wing back, on his It was a great night recently when Mike
debut, has seen his best mate since last Summerbee spoke at a Sporting Club Dinner.
night's party? The manager turns He talked about his career, the great
1o her and asks "I'm sorry Louise is~ characters in the game and lots of salty aside
there a problem? Only I'm trying to and one liners made at the expense of
talk to the team here.™ Picture the someone who had unwittingly made a

y = :
manager as Peter Reid for example, J-J & 3 5 football faux pas But what | want to know
even allowing for colour language, it < /\-(.\ ,) [ - "_,_l is why didn't he point out to the director of
isn't believable is it. Escape to Victory? In my opinion, one of the

worst films featuring soccer of all ime. Why didn't the Germans
spot Sylvester Stallone and Michael Caine's ineptitude in the first
three minutes of the game, shoot them both and end the film and
our misery much earlier? It must be one of two great unanswered
cinema questions like, who was Dick Van Dykes accent coach in
Mary Poppins and why didn't Julie Andrews tell him how bad it
was? Even as a young women | knew that ‘United’, an early soccer
soap opera, frequently got it wrong.

tscape to\i

of Mike Summerbe

I've never seen a goalkeeper like Sly in a full wig before. Goalies
wore flat caps in those days and the actor concerned presented a
ludicrous figure too cld and fat anyway. Corsets may be fine for
Julias Caesar at the National under a flowing togo, but in the skimpy
shorts and shirts of the sixties you could see every whale bone!

Sylvester Stallone pestured between the sticks looking at the
entire world like Harpo Marx, only taking himself more seriously.
It's odd how you can always tell an impostor by the way they wear
the kit, or the way you can always tell an empty suitcase no matter
how hard they try to act it full. The only accurate thing on the
subject I've ever seen was the day a Siade Prison Xl played a
showbiz X1 in Porridge. No one of any note showed up, but then it
was just actors playing actors playing footballers.

PV
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stfc fact-files...

Kick-off times are 3.60pm at
wesk fixtures unless oth

date opponents result att.

wise stated

kend fixtures and 7.45pm for

>

the key...

TR EREY

FAC /
F.A. CUP -

Sat Aug 7 Walsall (a) oo 6,437 TALLA L WULEERT HALL MILLLAMS, DR G [ty =] WOAH 1 WAL
Tue Aug 10 Leyton Orient (WC1)1 (H) | 01 3,587 AUA L haroT@ | wadm ROESON LETCH o |
Sun Aug 15 Ipswich H) 14 6,135 TALA HUSET B HALL | ROEMSDN! (3) 1AVLOR MCHUGH NDAH owE
Sat Aug 21 Crystal Palace A | 24 12726 ¢aazs wows T waitthi 3 eoms peE =
TJue Aug 24 Leyton Qrient (WC12 (A) | 11 (1-2a0q) | 4,000 AR ROENION @ HALL DAVIES x
Sat Aug 28 West Brom H) 1-2 6,565 TALL @ ROENGON AL A HOWE ROAH
Mon Aug 30 Grimstey (A) | 01 5,705 ALiA mCoERAON Hail WALTERS HIWWL NaH
Sat Sept 11 Nott’'m Forest (H) oo 8.203 * ROERSON waly D AWHLLASES | THELWELL MW Mk
Sat Sept 18 Crews (@ 12 5,280 Hal ' reen
Sat Sept 75 Port Vale {A): 02 4,622 MALL RETVES TRRLWELL
Tues Sept 28  Blackburn (H) 21 7354 : rosEnoN WELS MWL | JWRLAMS :
SatQOct 2 Bolton (H) o4 6,711 : EOEDELN WL T RACHUGH $1) wo )
SatOct 9 Stockport (H) 1 5318 D 2w il THERLWELL HEARE NEA
a1 Oct 16 Fulham (&) 01 13,715 EORINSON Had| HOWS i
Tues Oct 19 Barnsley {Ay | 0-1 12.626 : BOEWEON Hal
Sat Oct 23 Sheff Utd H) 22 5,508 i e T
Tues Oct26  Port Vale H) 21 5703 sau@
Sat Oct 30 Bolton (A 02 2, 486 AL
Sat Nov & Huddersield (A} 04 1. B9 HALL
Fri Nov 12 Norwich (H) ©0-0 7.405 DRownuAN | HALLS
Sat Nov 20 Wolyerhampton (A} 19 19, 17 ROEDUN ALl FrEvE DaVE
Tues Nov 23 Charlton (H) 12 6515 TALlA 7 mOaBSON #aLl LA
Sat Nov 27 Birmingham (A | 1 22,620 TALA I TROBSGON HALL Wb WaLLIANES MOWET
SatDecad - Walsall H 11 7,186 CuumcEwAl HALL Wa LN HOWET
Sat Dec 11 Chariton (FAC 3) (A 1-2 10,8938 | wiooaEan i MAL & WALLIBAYT S DAVES)
Sat Dec 18 Man Gy {A) 0632 31,751 TALIA  © ROEWNSON HALL & WALLIAMYE)
Sun Dec26 - Portsmouth H 11 10,279 A | awmias | WA A WILLIANE
Tues Dec 28 Tranmere (A -3 8,068 A T RORRGON Hady A WILLAMSE) S WILLLAMETS)
Mon Jan 3 QPR (H) 01 9,480 T I mokosos ALl A WHIIAMS | HULEERTID
Sat Jan 13 Ipswich (A 03 17,326 TALA REEVES MUREFRD ) F & WILLLANS
Fri Jan 21 Crystal Palace H) 24 5214 TALIA avatians :
Sat Jan 29 West Brom (A 1 11.B56 AR L ROSMECN
SatFeb S . Grimsby (H) ©1 5,784 SREMNE | EDSPGON
SstFeb 12 . Blackburn (A} 00 16,938 = GESMMx T EDBMON
Sat Feb 19 Birmingham (H) 14 - 7.591 SRDMNG ROSMSoN
Syt Feb 26 -lCrE\mr (H) o1 | 5,003 © oo ROBREON
Sat Mar 4 : Nott'm Forest (A 13 - 19,748 TALIA * pospson VVILE LANISED o
Tues Mar 7 Huddersfield (H) 240 4,701 TAUA  © ROSINSSN R
Sat Mar 11 Charlton (A} 10 : 19,562 TALIA i LOLLIS LETCH | A WL
Sat Mar 18 Wolverhampton  (H) -
Wed Mar 22 | Nerwich (A)
Sat Mar 25 Portsmeuth (A) |
Sat Apr 1 Man City (H)
Sat Apr B QFR (a)
sat Apr 15 Tranmere H)'
Sat Apr 22 Fulham )
Maon Apr 24 Stockport (a)
Sat Apr 29 Bamsiey = (H) m‘lﬂg with his friends.
Sun May 7 Shetf Utd A ; ; Let's hope the tesm will give
- i i A2 L1 you something to cheer about!

this season’s top scorers

this season’s top gates last four games

7 Sun 26th Dec vs Portsmouth 10,279 Charlton Athletic VO!
Hfy Onuora ] Mon Jan 3rd vs Q.PR, 9,460 Huddersfield WON 20
Giuliano Grazioli 3 Sat Sept 11th vs Nott'm Forest 8,203 Nott'm Forest LOST 13
Gareth Hall 2 Sat Feb 19th vs Birmingham 7,591 Crewe Alexandra LOST 0©O-1
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TEAM PID—W-—p Uty A PTS
1. Chariton 35 24 5 6 LN P i g
2, lIpswich 36 8 1 o o6 38165
3. Barnsley 36 19 8 CEE e T e
4. Man City 35 19 7 9 55 32 64
5. Birmingham I/ 17 g 10 55 39 60
6. Huddersfield 36 16 9 11 53 33 57
7. Wolves 36 15 W M 49 40 55
8. Fulham 36 14 13 9 37 31 55
9. OPR 36 1250015 9 46 40 =
AY \ORA () 10. Bolton 35 13 1 11 47 38 50
S P s - 11._Blackburn 36 12 13 1141 39 a9
T it S 1 s 12. Sheff Utd 36 12 11 13 53 53 47
& el N , 13. Tranmerz = LI e 4 15 46 52 46
= - 3“;__,_“_ =% LS 14. Grimsby 36 13 7 16 38 54 46
. i i s 15. Norwich = 36 71 12 13 cvEEE BT
g" - o 16. Stockport 3611 JF - 39 e al
7 o - ROENSON (1) ) 17. ‘l’ysta] Palace 36 10 12 14 46 54 a2
o | ot -2 18. Crewe 26 81736 45 &
. sl i " : 19. NottmForest 36 10 10 16 40 47 40
%'55 SRAFCH AnENEON Ve Talls 20. WEﬂ Brom 36 8 15 13 30 45 39
-M z ROEIAON LLrs TALA 21. Portsmouth 36 9 9 1B 39 53 36
o e cALEA 22. Walsall 36 8 11 17 38 5l-—39
.ﬁ‘,‘) : T ALS 25 - Pﬂt\fale 3‘ 5 11 17 31 50 29
= AL | e ey 24. Swindon 36 5 11 20 26 59 26
-y £ LN oL LA3S
L ONUORALY NN WRY LN AR DAL -
:’; : e e s cte stfc first team appearances 1999/2000
- - —— . .
e hs
:.m i LILARES AR DENALL player name:
R | A AT | DAL Frank Talia 1 23 2 - 25
s | ' e yeRy RABET | CAMPAGK Mark Robinsen 2 31(2) 3 = 34(2)
l-{&?«'! HAY MASUGH CAMPAGNA | MILDENSALL Gareth Hall 3 31(1) 3 2 34{1)
e - RN = AILLENHA Scott Leitch 4 20{1) 2 = 22(1)
- e AL DERHAL Gareth Davies 5 14{1) 2 - 16{1)
R o AR DB Michael Carrick - 7 - p 7
CowE 3 oy Bobby Howe 7 24(6) 1(1) 1 25{7)
MARE SVEY oESioN TALA lffy Onuora = 16{5) 3 4 1“5)
MACAFE AVEY BACHUGH TALLA Wayne Gray 9 3 0 0 3
ol S5 Mo Giuliano Grazioli 10 | a(a) 2 3 6(a)
WAL MONBEAVEY | M CENSIALL Ty Gooden = 7(3) 1 1 B8(3)
UERVD MOABEAVEY  MBLDENSALL Alan Reeves 12 34 2 1 36
U MCABEAVEY | M DENSALL Bart Griemink - 4 - - 4
Jimmy Glass - 8 = - 8
Mark Walters = 112) = 2 13(2)
Chris Hay 15 25(5) 2) 7 25(7)
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Frank Talia

) ( Mike Stowell

Mark Robipson

( Kevin Muscat

DA

Gareth Hall

3 46
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(c) Scott Leitch

Darren Bazeley

Carl Robinson

o-( Gareth Davies Keith Curle
W Bobby Howe Neil Emblen
Wayne Gray Paul Simpson

Giuliano Grazioli
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Simon Osborn

@-L Alan Reeves ) Haavard Flo
Chris Hay ) Ade Akinbiyi
Lee Colins ) (" ' Andy Sinton

Steve Cowe

Lee Naylor

Steve Mildenhall

Matt Mur-ray

Adam Willis Steve Corica
Charlie Griffin Steve Sedgley
Soal Davis Robert Niestroj

bt b

'Robin Hulbert

Mark Jones

Ryan Green

>

Adrian Williams

James Wiliams

Michael Branch

Andy Wiliams

Keith Andrews @1

Jim Quinn

Colin Larkin

Ludovic Pollet

Scott Taylor

Gordon Simms

George Ndah

Michael Oakes

Shane Tudor
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Joleon Lescott

Andrew Petterson

comingsoon
Sat 1st April 2000, our next home league game vs

MANCHESTER CITY 3.00pm Kick-Off
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the officials
Referee: G Poll

Assistant Referees:
L W Probert
A D Sainsbury
Fourth Official: B Malone

Clarion

half-time score

full-time score

today’s attendance

09068 121 640

news updates, mateh commentarios
and all the iatest ticket information,
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